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Writer: In-Sook Chappell
Director: Jennifer Tang
Reviewer: James Garrington

There is a Chinese story about a man who decided to build a road even though there were two mountains in
his way. When people pointed out that he would be unable to level the mountains in his lifetime, replied that
he can't, but after him there'll be his children, and his children's children, so

eventually they could remove them DO you have
We hear this story twice during Mountains: The Dreams of Lify Kwok, one of a 2 Vlew:.’ '!'e“
great many theatrical devices that pop up during the play that tells the story of Lily

Kwok who owned a restaurant in Manchester. It is based on the memoirs of Helen us bEIO‘H.’
Tse, Lily's granddaughter Visiting Hong Kong, Helen encounters a sort of Ghost-
of-Grandma-Past who whisks her back through various episodes in Lily's life — her
childhood, experiences during the Japanese occupation of Hong Kong, her family and her journey to the UK
where she eventually manages to open a restaurant

The story is not without interest, though you can't help wondering whether it would have more impact on
audiences already familiar with Lily Kwok and her restaurant. If the tales we hear are representative of the
whole, it is clear that Lily had a very difficult life: lsft destitute as a child, being in an abusive relationship,
witnessing and suffering atrocities during a wartime occupation, being too poor to feed her children — all
undoubtedly appalling but unfortunately, unremarkable in that these are experiences suffered by many both
historically and today, and the story in itself is not really enough to engage an audience

The presentation of the story doesn't help either Too much of it is written as dialogue between Helen and
Lily even when they are part of scenes depicting historical moments, and it's all very episodic and
confused, bouncing around history with an occasional return to present day. Often Helen plays Lily during
the history scenes, with Lily as a commentator — hut then there are scenes where Lily plays Lily with Helen
watching, and others where Helen plays Helen with Lily watching. Being staged on a modemnistic set which
varies only slightly from one scene to another, it really is Isft up to the cast to do what it can to make things
clear

And the cast does what it can with what it is given to work with. Sui-See Hung plays Helen as a confident
and successful young lawyer, so far removed from her roots that she feels out of her depth in Hong Kong
and pained by the experiences her Grandmother suffered during her lifetime, but determined to see it
through. Tina Chiang's Lily is strong and resilient, ambitious not anly for herself but for her childran and her
grandchildren, determined that they must look to the future while trying to protect them from the past.
There's good work too from Matthew Leonhart in the twin roles of Lily's father and her husband who spends
her money on drink, drugs and prostitutes,

With so much if this being a tale of hardship, a lot of it is very intense with the only moments of light relief
coming from Ruth Gibson as Mrs Waodman, who does a fine job as the epitome of a casually racist
colonial wife who engages Lily as a maid and nanny to her daughter, a rile that is almost so sterectyped
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Mountains: The Dreams
of Lily Kwok

Adaptation of Helen

Tse's novel Sweet
Mandarin, which deals

with family secrets.
Theatre Royal (01284

769505) From 24 Apr,
Tue 2pm, Tue & Wed

7.20pm, £10.50-£21.50,
under 21s £10.50. [DA]
Cambridge

April 2018
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11-Apr Brainigc Live
Strap on your safety goggles boys
and girls. Due to popular demand
Science’s most volatile live show
returns with a vengeance. Marnna
Theatre, The Marina, Lowestoft,
NR32 1HH. 01502 533200
www.marinatheatre co.uk

13-Apr The Full Bronte Literary
Caberet

A delight for literature aficionados
and theatre fans alike - and of course
every devoted Brontéphile! Fisher
Theatre, Broad Street, Bungay,

NR35 1EE. 01984 897130
www._fishertheatre.org

13-Apr Lee Hurst: Muclking About
In his new show, Lee will be
exploring the relationship between...
No he won't, he'll be leaving that
old twaddle to comedians at the
Edinburgh Festival. The Apex, 1
Charter Square, Bury St Edmunds,
IP33 3FD. 01284 758000
www.theapex.co.uk

15-Apr An Audience with Ian Wiaite
& Ot Mabuse

The Strictly Come Dancing pros will
perform a dance showcase spectacu-
lar designed to dazzle and wow you.
Grand Hall, Corn Exchange, lpswach,
IP1 1DH. 01473 433100

Dramatic Art grace the stage with
a new adaptation of Noel Coward’s
1920s comedy. Theatre Royal,
Westgate Street, Bury St Edmunds,
IP33 10R. 01284 769505
www.theatreroyal.org

20-Apr Dancing at Lughnasa

Five sisters live out their lives in rural
Ireland in the 1930s, hoping beyond
hope for events which will free

them from their domestic solitude.
The Seagull, 19-75 Morton Road,
Lowestoft, NR33 0JH. 01502 589724
www.theseagull.co.uk

23-28 Apr Flashdance

"Flashdance’ is an inspiring musical
about the power of holding onto
your dreams and love against all the
odds. Ipswich Regent Theatre, 3 Saint
Helen's Street, Ipswach, IP4 THE.
01473 433100. apps.ipswich.gov.uk

243-25 Apr Mountains: The Dreams
of Lily Ksvok

This evocative new play tells the
extraordinary story of the women
behind the famous Manchester
restaurant Sweet Mandarin. Based on
Helen Tse’s bestselling family memoir.
Theatre Royal, Westgate Street,

Bury St Edmunds, IP33 10R. 01284
769505, wwwi.theatreroyal.org
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